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Metaphor

0. s o oo ot s o o vt

Metaphor is the figurative device that compares something directly with
something else in order to create a resemblance.




What Is It?

“The moon was a ghostly galleon, tossed upon cloudy seas.”
‘The Highwayman', Alfred Noyes.

Image - a picture of something.

We knov that a ship can't be a ghost, but using this metaphor forms the
eerie image that Alfred Noyes wanted to create for the reader.




Why Use It?

Using metaphors enables the writer to economically and powerfully add
specific description to something.

What image does this extract from The Highwayman create for you: A or
B? Can you explain why to someone in your home?

“The road was a ribbon of moonlight over the purple moor,”




How to Identify a Metaphor

Metaphors are easy to spot because the
comparisons between the descriptions of
one thing to another do not contain ‘like’ or
‘as’. Figurative sentences containing ‘like’ or
‘as’ are usually similes.

‘It was raining cats and dogs’
and not
‘It was raining like cats and dogs’.




Metaphors can give sentences more detail about description, interest and

power. Here are some metaphorical sentences for describing parts of
the body.

Her spidery hand quickly wrapped round the boy's wrist.

His leather-soled feet ignored the sharp shingle on the beach.

Dr Roper's lips slithered into a smile.

How do each of these metaphors add detail to the description of the
features?
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How to Use Metaphors for Description

Now let's try to create some of our own metaphors to add description to

VP

other body parts...




How to Use Metaphors for Interest

Here are some metaphorical sentences for adding interest to some objects.

The orange peel football slowly dribbled to a halt.

The fully-clothed tree swayed in the breeze.

The racing water babbled with joy.

How do each of these metaphors add interest to the objects?
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How to Use Metaphors for Interest

Now, try some of your own...




How to Use Metaphors for Power

Here are some metaphorical sentences for adding power to the
descriptions. Often, animal qualities are used to draw comparisons.

His gorilla fists punched the air in victory.

Her crocodile jaws snapped shut round the apple.

Cassi, the racing snake, easily won the 100m sprint.

How do each of these metaphors add power to the descriptions?
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How to Use Metaphors for Power

Now, try some of your own...




Metaphor in Poetry

Have a look in a poetry book or online, find and copy out 3 examples of
metaphor used in a poem.

If you prefer you could search in a newspaper article or a magazine.

Here are some examples of the kind of thing you might find;

Time flew by. (description)

Swimming in a sea of people, we braved the sales. (interest)

A tidal wave of donations flooded in after the television appeal. (power)




