


It is one of the U
nited N

ationsn fiIe official 
languages.

29 countries have French as an official 
language.

There are currently 220 m
illion French 

speakers around the w
orld. 

It’s N
ot Just France!

M
any people think French is spoken only in France; how

ever, it is a global 
language. 



The French Colonial Em
pire

From
 the 17

th century until the 1960s, 
France ruled m

any colonies around the w
orld.

As a result, the French language w
as spread around the w

orld by colonisers. 
As w

ith other colonial em
pires, m

any of these countries becam
e independent; 

how
ever, som

e territories are still governed by France today.



French-Speaking Europe

France
The official language of France is French; how

ever, m
any people also speak 

regional languages, such as Corsican, Breton, G
allo, Basque, Franco-Provençal, 

O
ccitan and Catalan.

Belgium
: 

The official languages of Belgium
 are French, Flem

ish D
utch and G

erm
an.

Around 40%
 of Belgians speak French as their m

other tongue. 

Luxem
bourg 

The official languages of Luxem
bourg are French, G

erm
an and Luxem

bourgish.
Although Luxem

bourgish is the  m
ost popular spoken language, all law

s are 
w

ritten in French.

Sw
itzerland: 

The official languages of Sw
itzerland are French, G

erm
an, Italian and 

Rom
ansh. French is spoken w

idely in the w
est of Sw

itzerland. 

M
onaco: 

The official language of M
onaco is French. H

ow
ever, English is spoken w

idely 
as w

ell as the Italian dialect of Ligurian and the French regional language 
of O

ccitan. French is spoken by 80 m
illion people living in Europe. 



La Francophonie The French-Speaking W
orld

There are French speakers living in every continent of the w
orld!

Q
uébec w

as a French colony from
 1534 to 1750.

There are five French overseas departm
ents: French G

uiana, G
uadeloupe, 

M
artinique, M

ayotte and Réunion. 
96.2 m

illion French speakers live in Africa.
There are French-speaking areas in the Pacific O

cean. M
ost French speakers 

live in French Polynesia but also in Vanuatu and W
allis and Futuna. 

People here also speak Tahitian and other Polynesian languages.



French-Speaking Africa

This m
ap show

s the countries in Africa 
that speak French either as an official 
language or as an additional language.

Kinshasa, the capital of the D
em

ocratic 
Republic of Congo, is the second largest 
French-speaking city in the w

orld.
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French Canadians

French settlers arrived in Canada in the 1600s.

Around 80%
 of the population of 

Q
uebec speak French. H

ow
ever, m

any 
Canadians living in other provinces can 
also speak it. 

M
ontreal is the fourth-largest French-

speaking city in the w
orld. 

Q
uebec



Louisiana

The state of Louisiana in the U
SA w

as nam
ed after the French King Louis XIV by 

the French explorer
Robert Cavelier de La Salle. In 1682, it becam

e part of the 
Kingdom

 of France.

In Louisiana, m
any people speak French as w

ell as English and Creole.



The 2017 gam
es w

ere in the Côte d'Ivoire, 
and the next gam

es w
ill be in N

ew
 

Brunsw
ick, Canada, in 2021.

The Jeux de la Francophonie is an art and 
sporting event held every four years in a 
French-speaking country.

Jeux de la Francophonie




