
Key Stage 2 Home Learning Pick ‘n’ Mix Activities – VE Day activities       

To extend your learning, you can choose to complete as many tasks as you like from the options below. 

 
 

 

 

 ‘Stay At Home’ Street Party 

Read this article on Newsround and look closely 
at the photographs. How did people celebrate 
in 1945? Plan your own ‘stay at home’ street 
party.   

What games could be played? What 
decorations would be put up?  What food would 
be eaten?  Who would be there?  Is there 

anyone in your family who went to a VE Day party you could 
speak to? 
Have a look at this pack from English Heritage for more ideas. 

For something more simple, you could design your own VE 
Day party invitation or make a Union Jack flag out of Lego! 

Great British Bunting 

BBC Local Radio are encouraging 
people to take part in commemorating 
VE Day by making your own special 
‘Great British Bunting’ to display in your 
window for your ‘Stay at Home Street 
Party’.   

 
 
Visit their website for ideas, videos, templates and more. 

Wartime Recipes 

With one rationed egg and a packet of powdered milk in the 
larder, World War II’s home cooks had to be creative. Find out 
what families were eating over 75 years ago. 
Create some delicious meals using the recipe ideas below. 
You could serve them at your ‘Stay at Home Street Party!’ 

 

Wartime Ration Recipes 
WW2 Cake 
Wartime Scones 
Jam Tarts 

Crack The Codes 
Phonetic Alphabet 

The phonetic alphabet that 
was used in RAF 
transmissions during the 
war. Learn to spell your 
name using the phonetic 
alphabet e.g.  
Ted = Tango    Echo   Delta 
 
Morse Code 

Morse code is a 
communication system that 

represents the alphabet and numbers with a series of dots, 
dashes or a combination of both as shown here. Watch this 
video to find out more about Morse Code.  
 
Can you write a secret coded message for your family to 
crack? 

VE Day Song and Dance 

Try and learn the Horrible Histories VE Day 
song and perform it to your family. 
 
Create your own motivational song. Listen to 

some of the following clips for inspiration. Click here to listen to 
some more traditional war time songs as well as the links 
below. 
Wartime song lyrics 
Run, rabbit, run! 
Long way to Tipperary/ Pack up your troubles 
We’ll meet again  
The White Cliffs of Dover  
 
Learn step-by-step how to Swing dance (The Lindy Hop) which 

originated in the late 1920s and early 1930s in Harlem, New 
York City. 

Dan Snow’s VE Day Challenge 

 
Watch this video from @thehistoryguy Dan Snow 
and have a go at his challenge to tell the story of 
VE day in your own way you could: 

 Write a short news report in the style of today or 75 
years ago 

 Make a short video that tells the story of VE Day, 
either in the style of 75 years ago or how you would 
tell it today 

 Design a newspaper front page or article 

 Write or perform a poem, song, drawing or other work 
of art 

 Share the story of someone in your family or area 
who was involved in the War 

 Write or perform a short play about VE Day and what 
it would have been like 75 years ago 

 

Understanding World War Two/VE Day 

On 8
th

 May 1945, Britain celebrated the end of World War Two.  
To understand why VE Day was so important, you need to 
understand WW2. Visit these sites to help in your research: 

Primary Homework Help - WW2 
A Brief Overview of World War II – Video 

BBC Teach - VE Day 
 

 Can you create a timeline of important events leading up 
to VE Day? 

Make, Do and Mend 

During WW2, there was a shortage of 
materials to make clothes. People were urged 
to "Make, do and mend". 

Do you have any clothes or accessories 
that you could ‘upcycle’ into new clothing 
or something completely different to give 

it another purpose and a new lease of life? 

Spitfire Science 

 Design and make your own Spitfire. You 
could make it out of paper, wood, 

recycled materials, etc. Test out your 
design. How far does it glide?  

Does the material used for a paper 
plane affect the distance it travels? Try using newspaper, 

card, tinfoil, etc and carry out a test. Remember, only change 
ONE thing to make it a fair test. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/48201749
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/siteassets/home/visit/ve-day-75/eh-ve-day-at-home-pack.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4TrqYDyf4PMdLypxzyTwGDg/great-british-bunting
http://home.bt.com/lifestyle/eating-for-victory-try-these-real-wartime-ration-recipes-for-ve-day-11363980000968
https://www.food.com/recipe/ww2-war-cake-1881
https://the1940sexperiment.com/tag/wartime-scones/
https://the1940sexperiment.com/tag/jam-tarts/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/quizzes/bp-morse-code-adventure
https://safeyoutube.net/w/cqI7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/horrible-histories-songs-ve-day-song?collection=horrible-histories-songs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/horrible-histories-songs-ve-day-song?collection=horrible-histories-songs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-world-war-2-
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/war/songs.htm
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=wartime+songs+run+rabbit+for+children&docid=608020571057097572&mid=939644F37F65617ADAC5939644F37F65617ADAC5&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=ww2++songs+long+way+to+tipperary&&view=detail&mid=B8B040AC08EDF69DAFC4B8B040AC08EDF69DAFC4&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dww2%2B%2Bsongs%2Blong%2Bway%2Bto%2Btipperary%26FORM%3DHDRSC3
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=ww2+songs+dean+martin&&view=detail&mid=83F512CF78BF15278B9483F512CF78BF15278B94&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dww2%2520songs%2520dean%2520martin%26qs%3Dn%26form%3DQBVR%26sp%3D-1%26pq%3Dww2%2520songs%2520dean%2520martin%26sc%3D0-21%26sk%3D%26cvid%3DE56DC06B06DE4BD0B05537A313EF6750
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Vera+Lynn+the+White+Cliffs+of+Dover&&view=detail&mid=2E828DD7C8457DF2A8792E828DD7C8457DF2A879&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DVera%2BLynn%2Bthe%2BWhite%2BCliffs%2Bof%2BDover%26FORM%3DVDMHRS
https://safeyoutube.net/w/cXI7
https://ve-vjday75.gov.uk/dan-snows-ve-day-challenge/
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/war/
https://safeyoutube.net/w/UAI7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-ve-day/z7xtmfr
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.theflagshop.co.uk/ve-day-bunting-66-ft.html&psig=AOvVaw1hxE4yfd_BliRFjpwb1_qi&ust=1588161493958000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNDF19-Ii-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAF

