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Larger Numbers

Usingthe nformation you haveleart, can you work out whatthese larger
numbers are?
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Maya Number System @
Activity Sheets

s the information you ha leamt about the Maya number sstem ta help you
“Work out the numbers on the Maya Number System Actvity Sheet.
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The Maya and Numbers

The Maya had  good understanding of numbers and they developed a complex
umber and counting system which was adianced for thelrtime.

They were one of cnly two cultures i the work o develop the concept ofzero
and tis allowed them o develop aplace vlue sstem where a 2o could act a5
" lace holde in (arge numbers, This enabled the Maya peogle o st h
between numbers k2 23 and 203, where the pacement of the zero determines
the alue of the digit2.as 00. This s very important concept which many.
cvisaions id not understand unti much ate than the My

The Maya people used symbols o represent thirnumbers Le's have 3 ook at
how t worked.
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Number Symbols

The Maya people used just three symbols i thelr number system. These are
thought o represen tems tha the Miaya people might have st used o count
with such s pebble, sicks and shells.

With your partnes ook tthe following Maya pumbers. Can you work ut what
"rumbers the symbols represent and how thesystem works?
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Shells, Sticks and Pebbles @

Questions

Didyou fgure it out?
What have you learnt about
the way the numbers are
writen?

What other Maya numbers
can you write?

Howis the Maya number
systom imilar and iferent
toourcun?
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Maya Numbers
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The Maya people useda
base 20 number system,
“osfternumber 19
mltples of 20 were

writen above the botiom
‘numbec Thisis called 3
Vigesimal positonal
umber ytem.





