
Use number bonds and related 
subtraction facts within 20.  

Count back in ones and find one less  
than a given number.   

Understand subtraction as take away. Use 
practical resources,  pictorial representations, 
role play, stories and rhymes.    

Year 1 statutory requirements:  
 Say which number is one less than a given number.  
 Represent and use number bonds and related subtraction facts within 20. 
 Read, write and interpret mathematical statements involving subtraction (-) and equals (=) 

signs. 
 Subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero. 
 Solve one-step problems that involve subtraction using concrete objects and pictorial 

representations, and missing number problems. 



Counting on should only  be used when the 
language used is  ‘find the difference’, ‘difference 
between’ and ‘distance between’. 

  

15 – 7 = 8 

Use number line to support the subtraction of numbers. Know and use 
strategy of counting back to subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20.  

Begin to use the - and = 
signs to write calculations 
in a number sentence. 

Solve one-step problems using concrete objects  
and pictorial representations. 

Dan has 12 football stickers.  
He gives 4 to Ben.  
How many stickers does he 
have left? 

 - 4 =     8  12  



Year 2 statutory requirements:  
• Recall and use subtraction facts to 20 fluently, and derive and use related facts to 100. 
• Recognise and use the inverse relationship between addition and subtraction and use this 

to check calculations and solve missing number problems. 
• Subtract numbers using concrete objects, pictorial representations, and mentally, including: 

• a two-digit number and ones 
• a two-digit number and tens 
• two two-digit numbers 
• adding three one-digit numbers. 

Memorise and reason with number 
facts to 20 in several forms.  

Partition two 2-digit numbers using a 
variety of models and images.  


